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not easily overrated,1 that it authorized General Nixon to
'march on Baghdad if he is satisfied that the force he has
available is sufficient for operations' and promised reinforce-
ments from France.2
The disasters which followed, ending in the surrender, April
2gth3 of 13,309 British officers and other ranks at Kut al-
'Amara, after a siege of five months, now form part of history.
The Commission appointed by Parliament in 1916 to make
inquiry into the conduct of the operations in Mesopotamia,3
placed 'the weightiest share of responsibility for the first
attempt on Baghdad' on Sir John Nixon, whose 'confident
optimism was the main cause of the decision to advance'.4 It
must not be overlooked, however, that both he and those who
advocated the advance at the time were not unnaturally
influenced by immediate ends which outweighed military
conditions, to meet which little or no adequate preparation
had been made.
In the period after the unsuccessful attempts to relieve Kut,
and its surrender, when the Force lay inert, concerned mainly
with renewing its strength and reorganizing its vital services,5
the ultimate desirability of extending British influence to
Baghdad was not entirely forgotten. Not until February 3rd,
1917, however, when the Russians were expected to converge
on Mosul and perhaps Baghdad, did Sir William Robertson
ask General Maude for his views regarding another advance
towards Baghdad, it being considered desirable for political
reasons that British forces should occupy the city before the
Russians.e
1	Telegram, S/S for India to Viceroy, October 6th, cited ibid., p. xx.
2	Ibid., October 23rd, cited ibid., p. 38.
*Meso Comm. Report, Cd. 8610.
4	Ibid., p. in. General Nixon had repeatedly shown his confidence that he
had enough troops to capture the city; Telegrams, Nixon to Government of
India and India Office, October 6th, 1915, cited O.H., Vol. n, p. 12; Nixon to
Chamberlain, October 8th, 1915, cited ibid., p. 15; Viceroy to Chamberlain,
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Hardmge, October sth, 1915, cited ibid., p. 9.
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